LETTER TO COURT

May it please Your Honours,
L Triplicate of our letter from Fulta under date the 15th September, we
now enclose in this packet. You will therein see the misfortunes which have
befallen your settlement of Fort William and its subordinates, the miserys
and hardships we underwent by remaining in the river so many months con-
fined to a few ships and vessels, and the steps we pursued to obtain a re-
establishment in these provinces, with restitution of the heavy losses Your
Honours and the private inhabitants of Calcutta have suffered. In that letter
we promised you the particulars of the siege when we next addressed you,
but upon second consideration, we find it impracticable to form a narrative
that will be assented to by all the members of the Board who were concerned
in these transactions. We must therefore beg leave to refer Your Honours to
the several addresses those gentlemen have separately made you through the
channel of this Board. They are transmitted in this packet and to your can-
dour we submit our conduct, without any further comment.
2.    We have  already  apprized  Your  Honours   of  the  distress  of your
servants, and the Inhabitants of Calcutta, which made it necessary for us to
allow them a subsistance at, your expence.   In this allowance we have been
as frugal as possible, and we flatter ourselves the extra charges incurred by
this means will not be esteemed unreasonable.   Should we be fortunate enough
to succeed in our operations against the Subah (which we have not the least
doubt of), we  shall  take  care  to  see  you  reimbursed the  amount  of that
expence.
3.   By the face of our proceedings while at Fulta, Your Honours will
observe, we took the ships Doddaly, Fort William, Speedwell and Lively and
Nancy grabs into your service on the most reasonable terms we could.   This
we were necessitated to do for the accommodation of the inhabitants and mili-
tary, the security of your effects from any attempts of the Moors, and to lade
the stores we purchased for the use of the military &c.   We found it necessary
likewise to freight the Success galley for an hospital ship, numbers of our
military being sick, and the unwholesome damps of the ground at Fultah
rendering it dangerous to send them ashore.
4.    In the box of books by this vessell you will receive one copy of our
Fulta consultations, letters and accompts to which we must refer Your Hon-
ours for our proceedings and the particulars of such disbursements  as we
made of your cash.
5.   The Board having judged it expedient , to appoint a Secret Committee
for receiving all intelligence relating to the Nabob's motions, and concerting
measures for our re-establishment, a copy of their  transactions is likewise
forwarded by this conveyance for your perusal.
6.   The Select Committee appointed in your commands of the llth Feb-
ruary 17S6 will advise of whatever may be relative to the trust reposed in
them.   The number of members in that Committee has been increased by the
addition of the Major aad Mr. Holwell which was moved for by our President
n our consultation of the 16th December, to which day's proceedings and that
>f the 20th we beg leave to refer Your Honours for our several opinions,
7.   That Committee will inform you what efforts have been made by yo^r
at Fort  Sc George  for  the recovery of Fort  William,  and  the